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CONFERENCE OF HEALTH AUTHORITIES. 

STATE AND TERBITOBIAL HEALTH AUTHORITIES IN ANNUAL CONFERENCE WITH 
THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE. 

The Seventeenth Annual Conference of State and Territorial 
Health Authorities with the Public Health Service was held on June 4 
and 5, 1919, at 228 First Street NW., Washington, D. C, with Surg. 
Gen. Rupert Blue in the chair. Forty-one States were represented 
at the conference. 

The following resolution, indorsing the principle of Federal aid 
extension in rural sanitation, was unanimously adopted by the 
conference: 

Resolved, That it is the. sense of the conference of the United States 
Public Health Service with the State and Territorial health authorities 
meeting in Washington, June 4 and 5, 1919, that on account of the 
greatly accentuated popular interest in public health work incident 
to the examination and findings by draft boards, of widespread 
physical impairment among millions of apparently healthy regis- 
trants, and because of the present pronounced restlessness of rural 
local governments for breaking away from their former attitude of 
indifference to adequate measures of human conservation and in 
undertaking with or without the guidance of experienced health 
agencies, hastily prepared and varied programs of rural health work, 
that the present moment is, of all times, the most opportune and cru- 
cial for Federal and State health authorities to take steps for assisting 
local rural governments in the development of an economic, efficient, 
and permanent system of rural health work; and, 

Be it further resolved, That it is the sense of this conference that the 
best means for insuring the future of rural health work is the Federal 
aid extension principle of government (the wisdom and practica- 
bility of which has been demonstrated and established in providing 
for other rural needs, as in the matter of post roads, vocational 
education, and farm life demonstration work), as represented in 
H. R. 2845 recently introduced in the present Congress and entitled 
"The Rural Health Act." 

The conference dealt primarily with questions involving the re- 
organization of public health activities following the war. Among 
the subjects which were taken up were malaria, child hygiene, prob- 
lems in interstate health work, control of venereal diseases, public 
health education, the Sanitary Reserve Corps of the Public Health 
Service, railroad sanitation, and statistics relating to the 1920 census. 
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Standing committees on morbidity returns, sanitation of public con- 
veyances, rural sanitation and trachoma, made their reports, and a 
special progress report was made by Directing Zoologist (Reserve) 
C. W. Stiles, chairman of a commission appointed by the Surgeon 
General to study the problem of sanitary disposal of human excreta 
in unsewered communities. 

Among the interesting features of the conference were addresses 
by Judge J. H. Moyle, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, in charge 
of the Public Health Service, Col. W. H. Welch, a representative of 
the Public Health Service at the recent confeience of Red Cross 
societies held at Cannes, France, and Dr. D. Z. Dunott, chairman of 
the Committee on Health and Medical Relief of the United States 
Railroad Administration. 

The program of the conference follows: 

Opening remarks by the Surgeon General. 
Roll call of delegates. 
Appointment of committees. 

Reports of Standing Committees. 

Morbidity Returns. — Dr. Eugene R. Kelley. 
Sanitation of Public Conveyances.— Dr. Oscar DowUng. 
Rural Sanitation.— Dr. W. S. Rankin. 
Trachoma.— Dr. John McMullen. 

Special Report. 

Progress report of commission appointed by the Surgeon General to study the problem 
of sanitary disposal of human excreta in unsewered communities.— Prof. C.W. Stiles. 



Address by Judge J. H. Moyle, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury. 

New Business. 
Malaria: 

Its Importance— National and State Problems Involved. 

Necessity for Cooperative Plan of Attack Between Federal and State Governments. 
Child Hygiene: 

Necessity for a Nation- Wide Program of Child Hygiene by Cooperative Work 
Between the Federal and State Governments. 
Statement by Col. W. H. Welch on League of Red Cross Societies. 
Problems in Interstate Health Work: 

Control of Water Supplies Used in Interstate Traffic. 

Control of Interstate Spread of Disease. 
Public Health Education— Program for cooperation with States. 
The Sanitary Reserve Corps of the Public Health Service: 

Discussion of Best Methods of Organization and Usage, with Particular Reference 
to State Health Departments. 
Problems of Railroad Sanitation. 

Discussion to be opened by members of the Committee on Health and Medical 
Relief, United States Railroad Administration. 
Statistics, 1920 Census. 
Control of Venereal Diseases as a National Problem. 



